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COFFINSWELL PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES 
THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 2014 – ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH, COFFINSWELL 

 
Present: Cllrs Harrington (Acting Chairman), Berry, Hermsen and Winchester 
                Cllrs Dewhirst (DCC), Haines (TDC) and Ballinger (TDC) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Wills (Chairman) 
 
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
 

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chairman will open the Meeting and receive 
apologies.   

Cllr Harrington opened the meeting at 19.33. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the apology of Cllr Wills. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting.  There were no interests declared. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Coffinswell. 
County and District Councillors' Reports  
 
 
 
 
Police Report 

There were no members of the public present. 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Haines explained that TDC’s Local Plan will be found sound with 
some modifications. None of these modifications affect Coffinswell and 
Daccombe. The Plan now holds significant weight and can be used when 
considering planning applications. 
Cllr Dewhirst’s report forms part of the minutes. 
Logs and crimes for Daccombe and Coffinswell area between 14/10/13 
to 15/01/14 
Cold callers/fraud – On 16/12/13 a local resident in Coffinswell was 
approached by 2 men claiming to work for a landscaping and tree 
surgery company. The home owner gave the men £900 to complete 
work outside of the address and left with payment before completing 
the tasks agreed on. This is clearly a case of fraud and the resident in 
question was preyed upon due to age and vulnerability.  
This case has been allocated to ‘Action-fraud’ who investigate on a 
national scale to prevent incidents like this and hold people willing to 
extort others to account. 
All transactions should be invoiced for tax purposes and NOT paid for 
cash in hand or without receipts/proof of purchase etc. 
Please can everybody be wary of cold callers in general.  
Some callers may have ID, pedlars’ licences and sell legitimate goods at 
competitive prices, others may ask for a donation to charity via 
debit/credit transaction, this is acceptable BUT you should use your 
own discretion as whether to donate or make a purchase. It is an 
however an offence for callers to collect money on doorsteps for 
charities regardless of whether they have closed lid buckets and ID etc. 
If you are unsure of a cold caller’s legitimacy you can also report this to 
us on our non-emergency number 101. 
Severe weather – Recently we have had numerous calls about flooding, 
trees falling down and severe weather. We would like to remind 
everyone to be cautious while driving on fast roads bearing in mind the 
hazards of aquaplaning and the reduced ability to stop and slow down 
quickly in wet conditions. There have also been issues in other areas 
with agricultural sheet style sheds blowing away and into roads. Please 
can everyone ensure items left outside in the elements such as 
sheeting/roofing materials are properly secured to avoid these 
dangerous occurrences. As for flooding it is advised to not drive through 
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deep water or flowing torrents to reduce the chance of becoming stuck 
or losing traction. For large fallen trees, substantial flooding and 
obstructions on roads please call either the Highways agency or the 
Police. We appreciate while this advice may seem obvious to some it is 
clearly not to some unlucky motorists who have found themselves in 
predicaments. As usual, accidents are unfortunately more frequent 
during the winter months, hopefully we can work together to reduce 
this by being contentious in these stormy months ahead. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the meeting 
of Tuesday 21 November 2013. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes. 

5 To consider planning applications received: 
13/02624/ADV Advance direction sign (Land at 
Haccombe Cross, St Marychurch Road/Mr P 
Knights) 

 
Recommend refusal. The Parish Council expressed concerns over 
visibility on the junction and the size of the sign on the highway verge. 
 
It was NOTED that the appeal at Firsland, Pitland Lane (13/02622/FUL) 
would take place on 29 January 2014 at 10.00. 
 
There would be a planning meeting on Thursday 23 January 2014 to 
discuss a planning application (14/00058/OUT). 
 
Enforcement issues: 
Pathfield- Clerk to check current status with enforcement officer. 
Certificate of lawfulness application was expected to be submitted in 
December. 
Applethorn Barn- Clerk to check current status as to whether the 
paperwork had been returned to the planning dept from the legal dept. 
St Marychurch Rd- It was NOTED that a caravan had been visited by the 
enforcement officer. 
Connybeare Wood- lanes off Connybeare Lane were NOTED. This would 
be monitored. 

06 Finance:  

 To agree accounts for payment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Precept 2014/15 

 
It was RESOLVED to approve the following accounts for payment: 
Mrs R Avery - Clerks salary to 31/01/14 - £302.39 
C Harrington - Petrol for brushcutter - £ 6.40 
C Harrington - Repairs to Noticeboard - £31.50 
A Hermsen - Purchase of shovels £63.60 and HMRC payment £65.40 - 
£139.00 
J Winchester - Mileage to P3 meeting - £23.40 
 
Bank balances: 
Parish Paths Account £68.35 
Main Account £3630.90 
 
Cllr Hermsen proposed an increase of £100.00. This was seconded by 
Cllr Harrington and APPROVED. 
The budget for 2014/15 was agreed at £3237. The precept demand was 
agreed at £3020, an increase of £100 on previous year, but this figure 
would leave individual household bills unchanged. With an anticipated 
P3 grant of £100 there would be an overall deficit of £117 on the year 
which would be met from reserves. 

7 To consider the purchase of new notice boards. It was NOTED that the notice board at Daccombe had now been fixed. 

8 Funding and Grants. There was nothing to report. 

9 Engaging with the Community. There was nothing to report. 
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10 Footpaths and Highways. Cllr Harrington explained that the telephone box’s hinge has fallen off- 
he would report this to BT. 
He also explained that there has been flooding outside School House, 
mainly due to the BT manhole cover.  This is an annual occurrence and 
would be reported to the DCC Highway Officer. 
The gully opposite Pitt House requires attention and would be reported 
to DCC. 
Cllr Winchester requested that Orestone Lane requires resurfacing.  
It was NOTED that future patching has been cancelled by DCC due to 
the current road network situation. 
Cllr Harrington explained that a footpath inspection would take place by 
14 February 2014. 

11 To note any correspondence received. Clerks and Councils Direct, SLCC’s Clerk Magazine, letter from Devon 
Countryside Access Forum and Devon Senior Voice. 

12 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
20 March 2014 at 19.30.  

This was NOTED. 
A planning meeting would take place on Thursday 23 January 2014 at 
19.30. 

 


